Congress of the United States
Washington, A 20515

August 26, 2022

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker of the House

U.S. House of Representatives
H-232, The U.S. Capitol
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Pelosi,

We write to you concerned with the massive executive overreach by President Joseph R. Biden to
illegally cancel federal student loan debt.

On Wednesday, August 24, President Biden announced that he would cancel $10,000 in federal
student debt for individual Americans earning $125,000 or less per year or married couples making
less than $250,000 a year. In addition, those who receive federal Pell Grants and make less than
$125,000 a year would be eligible for total forgiveness of $20,000. Unfortunately, this policy will cost
us over $300 billion and establishes a terrible precedent that will drive up the cost of higher education,
exacerbating the very problem President Biden pretends to address.

Noticeably absent from the President’s plan is any plausible legal authority to implement such a policy.
The legislative and executive branches each possess defined powers under the Constitution. No
provision of the Constitution nor any act of Congress, including the Higher Education Act, grants
President Biden or the Secretary of Education the authority that they falsely claim to wield through this
unilateral action. Thankfully, you have previously expressed your agreement with us on this point. In
July 2021, you made the following statement:

“People think that the President of the United States has the power for debt forgiveness. He
does not. He can postpone, he can delay, but he does not have that power. That has to be an
act of Congress.”

Although we may disagree on many things, your statement in July 2021 was correct. President Biden’s
student loan giveaway is unconstitutional and illegal. Given your previously stated position and your
leadership role as Speaker of the House, it is imperative that you act immediately in defense of our
Constitution and the powers of the legislative branch.

Will you commit to supporting your July 2021 statement with definitive action to stand up to this
blatant overreach President Biden is enacting? His move transcends the policies surrounding
student loans. This is an illegal act by a President desperate for a political win. We hope you will
heed your own words and act to defend the Constitution and the rule of law.

Sincerely,
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Jodﬂce (C@-IO) Elise Stefanik (NY-21)
Memrfber of Congress Member of Congress
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Ralph Norman (SC-OS)\
Member of Congress
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Andrew S. Clyde (GA-09}J
Member of Congress
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Victoria Spartz (IN-05)
Member of Congress
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Robert B. Aderholt (AL-04)
Member of Congress

Louie Gohmert (TX-01)
Member of Congress
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Jim Baird (IN-04)
Member of Congress
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Bob Gibbs (OH-07)
Member of Congress
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Stephanie Bice (OK-05)
Member of Congress

Bruce Westerman (AR-04)
Member of Congress
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Gregory F. Murphy M.D. (NC-03)
Member of Congress

Adrian Smith (NE-03)
Member of Congress
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Tom Tiffany (WI-07)
Member of Congress
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Mariannette J. Miller-Meeks, M.D. (IA-02)
Member of Congress
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Mike Carey (OH-15)
Member of Congress
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Jeff Duncan (SC-03)
Member of Congress
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Mary E. Miller (IL-15)
Member of Congress
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William R. Timmons, IV (SC-04)
Member of Congress

Randy K. Weber (TX-14) !
Member of Congress
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Austin Scott (GA-08)
Member of Congress
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Debbie Lesko (AZ-08)
Member of Congress
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Doug Lamborn (CO-05)
Member of Congress
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David McKinley (WV-01)
Member of Congress
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Fred Keller (PA-12)
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Byron Donalds (FL-19)
Member of Congress
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Andrew Garbarino (NY-02)
Member of Congress
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Barry Loudermilk (GA-11)
Member of Congress

Barry Moore (AL-02)
Member of Congress

Scott Perry (PA-10)
Member of Congress
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Robert J. Wittman (VA-01)
Member of Congress
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Andy Barr (KY-06)
Member of Congress
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Troy E. Nehls (TX-22)
Member of Congress
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Rick W. Allen (GA-12)
Member of Congress
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David Rouzer (NC-07)
Member of Congress
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Alex X. Mooney (WV-02)
Member of Congress
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David Joyce (OH-14)
Member of Congress
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Ashley Hinson (IA-01)

Member of Congress
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Clay Higgins (LA-03)
Member of Congress
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Warren Davidson (OH-08)
Member of Congress
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Larry Bucshon, M.D. (IN-08)
Member of Congress
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Mike Bost (IL-12)
Member of Congress
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Lisa McClain (MI-10)
Member of Congress
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Randy Feenstra (IA-04)
Member of Congress
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Guy Reschenthaler (PA-14)
Member of Congress
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Bob Good (VA-05)
Member of Congress
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Blaine Luetkemeyer (MO-09)
Member of Congress
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Tony Gonzales (TX-23)
Member of Congress
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Kevin Hern (OK-01)
Member of Congress
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Andy Harris, M.D. (MD-01)
Member of Congress
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Gus M. Bilirakis (FL-12)
Member of Congress
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Darin LaHood (IL-18)
Member of Congress
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Neal P. Dunn (FL-02)
Member of Congress
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Pete Stauber (MN-08)
Member of Congress
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John R. Moolenaar (MI-04)
Member of Congress
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Scott DesJarlais, M.D. (TN-04)
Member of Congress
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Mike Garcia (CA-25)
Member of Congress
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Daniel Webster (FL-11)
Member of Congress
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French Hill (AR-02)
Member of Congress

Diana Harshbarger (TN-01)
Member of Congress
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Michelle Fischbach (MN-07)
Member of Congress

Scott Franklin (FL-15)
Member of Congress
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Jack Bergman (MI-01)
Member of Congress
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Vern Buchanan (FL-16)
Member of Congress
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Brian Babin, D.D.S. (TX-36)
Member of Congress
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Bill Posey (FL-08)
Member of Congress
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Laurén Boebertr(CO-03)
Member of Congress
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Claudia Tenney (NY- 22)
Member of Congress
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Michael Guest (MS-03)
Member of Congress
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Glenn Grothman (WI-06)
Member of Congress
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A. Drew Ferguson IV (GA-03)
Member of Congress

John H. Rutherford (FL-04)
Member of Congress
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Michael C. Burgess, M.D. (TX-26)
Member of Congress
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David Schweikert (AZ-06)
Member of Congress

Andy Biggs (AZ-05)
Member of Congress

Kat Cammack (FL-03)
Member of Congress
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Steven M. Palazzo (MS-04)
Member of Congress

Michsel Cloud (TX-27)
Member of Congress

[

Ronny L. JeeRsonfTX-13)
Member of Congress
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Dan Bishop (NC-09)
Member of Congress
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Tom Emmer (MN-06)
Member of Congress
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Trey Hollingsworth (IN-09)
Member of Congress
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Tracey Mann (KS-01)
Member of Congress
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Ann Wagner (MO-02)
Member of Congress
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Sam Graves (MO-06)
Member of Congress
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Matthew M. Rosendale, Sr. (MT-At Large)
Member of Congress
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Dusty John€én (SD-At Large)
Member of Congress

S B

Ken Buck (CO-04)
Member of Congress
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Bradley Finstad (MN-01)
Member of Congress
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Roger Williams (TX-25)
Member of Congress

Burgess Owens (UT-04)
Member of Congress
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Darrell Issa (CA-50)
Member of Congress
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Jay Obernolte (CA-08)
Member of Congress




