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Florida Division of Emergency Management Issues 
Emergency Order to Protect Residents in Nursing Homes, 

Assisted Living Facilities and Other Long-Term Care 
Facilities 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – Today, at Governor DeSantis’ direction, Florida Division of 
Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz issued an Emergency Order 
temporarily restricting visitation to nursing homes, assisted living facilities (ALFs), adult 
family-care homes, long-term care facilities and adult group homes.  

By restricting visitation, the state is taking proactive measures to limit the potential of 
COVID-19 entering those facilities. This order has been issued in recognition of the fact 
that the elderly and those with underlying medical conditions are at higher risk for 
serious illness from COVID-19. This is also consistent with directions given by the 
Federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.  

People who will now be restricted from visiting nursing homes, ALFs, adult family-care 
homes, long-term care facilities and adult group homes include:  

 Any person infected with COVID-19 who has not had two consecutive negative 
test results separated by 24 hours;  

 Any person showing or presenting symptoms of cough, fever, shortness of 
breath, or sore throat;  

 Any person who has or may have been in close contact with a person(s) infected 
with COVID-19 who has not tested negative for COVID-19 is prohibited from 
visiting a facility until 14 days after their interaction with the person(s) who is 
infected with COVID-19;  

 Any person who traveled internationally is prohibited from visiting a facility until 
14 days after their return to the United States;  

 Any person who traveled on a cruise ship is prohibited from visiting a facility until 
14 days after their return to the United States;  
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 Any person who has been in a community with confirmed community spread of 
COVID-19, as identified by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention or a 
state public health agency, is prohibited from visiting a facility within 14 days of 
their presence in the community with community spread; or  

 Any person who resides in a community with confirmed community spread of 
COVID-19, as identified by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention or a 
state public health agency, is prohibited from visiting a facility.  

For a PDF copy of the full Emergency Order, click HERE.   
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https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/DEM-ORDER-NO.-20-002-In-re-COVID-19-Public-Health-Emergency-Issued-March-11-2020.pdf

