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May 9, 2024

Congressman Daniel Webster
Florida’s 11™ Congressional District
8015 E. CR 466, Suite B

The Villages, FL 32162

Re: City of Wildwood Wastewater Project STAG Grant FY 25 Community Funding Request
Dear Congressman Webster:

On behalf of the Sumter County Board of County Commissioners (Board), we support the City
of Wildwood’s grant application of $5,000,000 for the purpose of its Water Reclamation Facility
Expansion and Biological Nutrient Removal (BNR) Improvements project. The project has two
components: improving the existing infrastructure to address aging equipment and increasing
the wastewater treatment capacity to 5.5 million gallons per day. This BNR facility will meet
Advanced Wastewater Treatment (AWT) standards set by the Department of Environmental
Protection and will help protect our environment by reducing nutrient loading to water bodies
and wetlands. In addition, these improvements will support residential/commercial growth and
economic vitality within the City and Sumter County.

It is in the interest of continued economic development in Sumter County that we support our
cities with their extensions of water and sewer service in the urbanizing areas. The Board
expended the majority of its American Rescue Plan Act funding with its five municipalities for
this purpose including the City of Wildwood where the County constructed a water line loop in
an industrial area for enhanced fire protection and the current project to upgrade a sewage
pumping station and force main in the same industrial area.

Your support of the City of Wildwood’s grant applicant will further the economic development
in Sumter County!

Sincqrely, s
Cray A 7

Craig A./ﬁstep, Chairman
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