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         March 13, 2026 
 
The Honorable Daniel Webster 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2184 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Re:  Community Project Funding request for increased capacity of Winter Garden Wastewater Treatment 
Facility 
 
Dear Congressman Webster: 
 
Founded in 1991 by local biologist Jim Thomas, the Friends of Lake Apopka (FOLA) is a citizen advocacy group 
that actively advocates for the continued restoration of Florida’s 4th largest lake. As the headwaters of the 
Ocklawaha River Basin, Lake Apopka is a crucial water resource for the State of Florida. 
 
FOLA strongly supports the City of Winter Garden in their pursuit of improving water quality by upgrading 
their Wastewater Treatment Facility on the south shore of Lake Apopka. 
 
This $5M project will improve effluent water quality, increase production of reclaimed water (which is 
beneficial for the Floridian Aquifer), protect source water (Lake Apopka), thereby providing greater nutrient 
removal which will minimize the growth of harmful algae. All of which will increase native aquatic vegetation, 
improve boat navigation, and enhance ecotourism revenues. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this project and for your effective representation of our region in 
Washington.  Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
JP Dunn Jr 

 
Joe Dunn 
Board of Directors 
Friends of Lake Apopka 
 
joe.dunn@fola.org 
(352) 433-6975 

mailto:joe.dunn@fola.org


COMMMISSIONER NICOLE WILSON, DISTRICT 1
201 South Rosalind Avenue, 5th Floor, Orlando Florida 32801

Phone: 407-836-7312  Fax: 407-836-5879

March 6, 2025

The Honorable Daniel Webster
U.S. House of Representatives
2814 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Webster:

I am writing to express my strong support for the City of Winter Garden’s Community Project
Funding request for their Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion Project. This investment will help
meet the needs of a rapidly growing population while ensuring the continued restoration and
protection of Lake Apopka—one of Orange County’s most vital natural resources.

Lake Apopka has faced decades of environmental challenges due to nutrient pollution and urban
runoff. However, thanks to dedicated efforts from local governments, environmental organizations,
and state agencies, we have made substantial progress in improving water quality and restoring critical
habitats. Additionally, a cleaner, healthier lake benefits not only our local environment but also our
economy—supporting ecotourism, outdoor recreation, and the overall quality of life for my
communities of Winter Garden and Oakland. The proposed expansion of Winter Garden’s Wastewater
Treatment Plant is an essential next step in this effort, as it will enhance nutrient removal, reduce
pollutants entering the lake, and increase the production of high-quality reclaimed water.

Investing in this infrastructure project aligns with our county’s commitment to responsible growth and
environmental protection. As such, I urge you to prioritize funding for this project, as it is essential for
both the environmental and economic well-being of Orange County and the surrounding region. 

Thank you for your consideration of this project and for your leadership in Washington. 

Sincerely,

Commissioner Nicole Wilson
Orange County Commissioner, District 1
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COMMUNITY TRUSTEES 
ADVENTHEALTH • BOYD DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION • BRIGHT FUTURE ELECTRIC • CENTRAL FLORIDA EXPRESSWAY AUTHORITY • CEMEX • CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS 

COMPUTER BUSINESS CONSULTANTS • DUKE ENERGY • FISHBACK + DOMINICK • FOUNDATION ACADEMY • FOUNDATION FOR A HEALTHIER WEST ORANGE 
GREATER ORLANDO AVIATION AUTHORITY • KALOS SERVICES • MARTHA KREJCI COMPANY • MATTHEW’S HOPE • OBSERVER MEDIA GROUP  

ORANGE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS • ORLANDO HEALTH • R.C. STEVENS CONSTRUCTION • REED NISSAN • SEACOAST BANK • SEAWORLD ORLANDO 
TRUIST • TOOLE’S ACE HARDWARE • UNIVERSAL DESTINATIONS & EXPERIENCES • VALLEY BANK • WALT DISNEY WORLD RESORT 

ADVANCING COMMUNITY. COLLABORATION. LEADERSHIP. 

PAM THOMAS 
CHAIR 

Pammie’s Sammies 

KARI VARGAS 
CHAIR-ELECT 

AdventHealth 

CHRIS SAPP 
FIRST VICE CHAIR 

Revel Realty 

ANNA REINHARDT 
TREASURER 

SBM Certified Public Accountants 

BETSY VANDERLEY 
IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR 

         The Continuum Collaborative 

LYNN WALKER WRIGHT 
CHAMBER ATTORNEY 

Lynn Walker Wright, P.A. 

STEPHEN LEWIS 
PRESIDENT & CEO 

12184 WEST COLONIAL DRIVE 
WINTER GARDEN, FL 34787 
WOCHAMBER.COM 

    p: 407.656.1304 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

March 13, 2026

The Honorable Daniel Webster 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2184 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Re: Community Project Funding request 

Dear Congressman Webster, 

On behalf of the West Orange Chamber of Commerce, I am writing to express our 
support for the Community Project Funding request to expand the capacity of the 
Winter Garden Wastewater Treatment Plant. This infrastructure investment aligns with 
the Chamber’s commitment to fostering sustainable economic growth while ensuring 
the health and well-being of our community. 

The Winter Garden Wastewater Treatment Plant plays a vital role in maintaining 
environmental sustainability and public health in our region. As our community 
experiences continued growth, it is essential that we invest in expanding and 
modernizing wastewater treatment infrastructure to meet increasing demand, 
protect natural resources, and support economic development. 

By funding the expansion of the Winter Garden Wastewater Treatment Plant, we can 
ensure that local businesses, residents, and future development projects have access 
to reliable and efficient wastewater treatment services. This investment will not only 
enhance system capacity and resilience but also reinforce our commitment to 
maintaining high environmental standards and supporting the long-term prosperity 
of our region. 

We appreciate your leadership and consideration of this important project. Please do 
not hesitate to contact me if you require any additional information or assistance. 

Sincerely,

Stephen Lewis
President & CEO
West Orange Chamber of Commerce
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