CHAEMBER

GREATER TALLAHASSEE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

February 12, 2026
Congressman Webster,

lam writing in support of the Community Project Funding request for an Al-Driven Digital Twin
Manufacturing Testbed at Florida State University. This project will combine advanced manufacturing
equipment, technical expertise, and workforce training to speed up product development and prepare
the skilled workforce Florida needs.

Florida is home to major aerospace, defense, and medical device industries that rely on developing
complex, high-value products. However, current manufacturing processes often use disconnected tools
and long testing cycles, which slow innovation and increase costs.

This testbed will create a shared manufacturing and research facility that uses artificial intelligence and
digital twin technology to quickly move new ideas into tested, pilot-scale products. It will provide
companies with access to advanced engineering support and workforce training that many
organizations cannot afford on their own. This project will reduce development risks, speed up
innovation, and support pilot production without requiring duplicate investments.

The facility will serve as a centralized hub that combines Al, digital twin technology, advanced
manufacturing, and 3D imaging to support product design and testing. By partnering with industry and
government, this project will help accelerate new technologies and strengthen Florida's economy.

Florida State University is a national leader in innovation, and your support will help maintain that
leadership while benefiting students, researchers, and key American industries.

Sincerely,
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Commissioner Nicholas Maddox

Leon County Board of County Commissioners
301 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32301
850-606-5367 maddoxn(@leoncountyfl.gov

February 12, 2026

The Honorable Daniel Webster
U.S. House of Representatives
2184 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Webster:

I am writing in support of the Community Project Funding request for an Al-Driven Digital Twin
Manufacturing Testbed at Florida State University. This project will combine advanced manufacturing

equipment, technical expertise, and workforce training to speed up product development and prepare the
skilled workforce Florida needs.

Florida is home to major aerospace, defense, and medical device industries that rely on developing
complex, high-value products. However, current manufacturing processes often use disconnected tools
and long testing cycles, which slow innovation and increase costs.

This testbed will create a shared manufacturing and research facility that uses artificial intelligence and
digital twin technology to quickly move new ideas into tested, pilot-scale products. It will provide
companies with access to advanced engineering support and workforce training that many organizations
cannot afford on their own. This project will reduce development risks, speed up innovation, and support
pilot production without requiring duplicate investments.

The facility will serve as a centralized hub that combines Al, digital twin technology, advanced
manufacturing, and 3D imaging to support product design and testing. By partnering with industry and

government, this project will help accelerate new technologies and strengthen Florida’s economy.

Florida State University is a national leader in innovation, and your support will help maintain that
leadership while benefiting students, researchers, and key American industries.

Sincerely,

G b

Nick Maddox
Leon County Commissioner At-Large
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Representativylor Yarkosky

Florida House of Representatives

District 25
District Office: Tallahassee Office:
16207 SR 50, Suite 402 319 The Capitol
Clermont, FL 34711 402 South Monroe Street
Phone: 352-995-0130 Tallahassee, FL 32399

Phone: 850-717-5032
Taylor.Yarkosky@FLIHouse.Gov

February 17, 2026

Congressman Wehster,

I am writing in support of the Community Project Funding raquest for an Al-Driven Digital Twin Manufacturing Testbed at Florida State
University. This project will combine advanced manufacturing equipment, technical expertise, and warkforce training to speed up product
development and prepare the skilled workforce Flarida needs. '

Florida is home to major aerospace, defense, and medical device industries that rely on developing complex, high-value products. However,
current manufacturing processes often use disconnected tools and long testing cycles, which slow inmovation and increase costs.

This testbed will create a shared manufacturing and research facility that uses artificial intelligence and digital twin technology to quickly
move new ideas into tested, pilot-scale products. It will provide companies with access to advanced engineering support and workforce

training that inany organizations cannot afford on their own, This project will reduce development risks, speed up innovation, and support
pilot production without requiring duplicate investments.

The facility will serve as a centralized hub that combines Al, digital twin technology, advanced manufacturing, and 3D imaging to support

product design and testing. By partnering with industry and government, this project will help accelerate new technologies and strengthen
Florida’s economy.

Florida State University is a national leader in innovaiion, and your support will help maintain that leadership while benefiting students,
researchers, and key American industries,

Sincerely,

Respectiully,

Taylor Yarkosky, State Representative
District 25

Proudly Serving Lake County




