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WILDWOOD, Fla. —

Advertisement
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Several new projects are in the works in Wildwood to keep up with the population growth.
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However, the city will now slow things down because there is not much room left for wastewater.

A commercial building is coming soon to downtown Wildwood, and a new parking garage will be just a couple of feet away from

the planned project.

The county economic development director Kristy Russell said rental units, homes and expanding The Villages are all part of the

growth.

"Sumter County is the 12th fastest growing county in the United States," Russell said.

The new developments come as more people move to the city of Wildwood.

The population has doubled in the last four years.

Recommended

Peruvian fisherman rescued after 95 days lost at sea

"[There is] definitely a need for hospitality industry, medical care facilities," Russell said.
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TOP PICKS

Wildwood City Manager Jason McHugh said if they don't move carefully, the growth may become too much for the city to

handle.

"We're reaching a time where we're getting a little bit close to comfort with our wastewater capacity," McHugh said. "We're a

very growing city, so we were once a rural city, but I don't think that we could really say that we are anymore."

The city will not approve new developments if they exceed the wastewater capacity.

The reduction will not affect projects that the city has already approved.

"We have a responsibility to the public to make sure that we're staying on top of these demands for public facilities and

services, and wastewater is very important," McHugh said. "There's environmental considerations if you exceed your capacity.

And we certainly don't want to get into that."

The city is working on a wastewater project that will create more space for future developments. When it's finished by early

2027, it will bring the city's total treatment capacity to 5.5 million gallons per day.

"It's not a moratorium by any means, it's simply just making sure that when we're reviewing comprehensive plan amendment

applications that we've done our job to the public to ensure that what we sign up for we can adequately serve," McHugh said.

Universal Orlando debuts official first look inside Epic
Universe

Measles cases have topped last year's numbers with 9
months left in 2025
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Villages News Article About Need for Wastewater 
Treatment Facilities to Support Development Flows



NEWS

Explosive growth forces Wildwood into stopgap wastewater treatment option
by Marv Balousek
December 2, 2024

To handle explosive growth, Wildwood will employ a temporary wastewater treatment plant until its permanent plant is functional.

City Manager Jason McHugh told commissioners Monday that the $4-million DAVCO field-erected treatment plant could process up to a million gallons daily and
can be installed in about a year.

He offered a comprehensive report at the special meeting on cost estimates and funding sources for the new plant along with daily flow estimates.

Wastewater capacity has loomed as the city’s biggest issue due to residential and commercial growth, fueled by home building in the Villages of Southern Oaks and
rental projects. Wildwood’s population has doubled to 31,337 since the 2020 census.

Current wastewater capacity is about 3.6 million gallons a day. By January 2026, Wildwood will need to boost its capacity by a million gallons and the DAVCO plant
could meet that demand, McHugh said. The temporary plant can be sold or used for a different purpose when it is no longer needed.

Capacity will reach 5.5 million gallons daily by March 2027, when the new plant is completed.

McHugh said water from this fall’s hurricanes flowed into the system, causing it to exceed capacity. The next hurricane season could pose a similar challenge.

He said most of the inflow is caused by “old infrastructure.”

The city has spent $8.6 million so far on renovating the existing wastewater treatment plant and on engineering and pre-construction services for the new plant,
expected to cost about $150 million.

Another $8.1 million will be spent this month, but much bigger spending will come early next year.

The first phase of construction will cost $35 million by late January and the second phase will cost $55 million by March. Another $55 million will be spent later on
the third phase.

Revenue bonds of $121 million will fund the bulk of the project. Wildwood also received a state water quality improvements grant of $9.3 million and will transfer
$9 million to the project later this month from city funds. Wastewater fees will generate $15 million and two additional grant applications could net $9.3 million.

Want all the latest news from The Villages delivered directly to your email inbox? Click here to subscribe! Hurry and lock in your price now before rates
increase in 2025!increase in 2025!increase in 2025!
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Daily Commercial News Article Regarding 
Need to Slow Development Until New 

Wastewater Facility is Completed 
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WILDWOOD – The city will be taking an especially close look at future proposed
developments to make sure they do not exceed its wastewater treatment
capabilities.

It will not affect The Villages, which has blown the doors off the old city limits sign
and turned pastures into pickleball courts. The mega retirement community has its
own treatment plants.

Nor will it impact projects already approved. City Manager Jason McHugh told city
commissioners that “new comprehensive plan amendment applications will be
subject to delays,” according to a Monday press release.

“We don’t have a list,” said Melanie Strickland, director of development and
servicing. Nor is there a “magic number,” she told the Daily Commercial. 

The city is increasing its capacity in phases with the goal of 5.5 million gallons per
day in 2027.

The Villages march from Wildwood to the Leesburg city limits has exceeded all
expectations, Strickland said. The Villages also includes part of Marion County.
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Strickland told the Daily Commercial in January that of the 60,449 units entitled by
The Villages south of State Road 44, roughly 17,000 have been constructed or are
currently under construction. Approximately, 14,700 have been sold or occupied.
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The development has approval in place for about 7.7 million square feet of
commercial and office space, and 222,000 square feet of office government uses.

That growth has attracted businesses and other developments wanting to snuggle
up next to the mega retirement community. 

“They’ve got to go shopping somewhere,” she said.

Strickland has seen dramatic changes since she started working with the city 22
years ago. Teachers in schools were warning graduates to expect to find jobs
anywhere but Sumter County. And she has witnessed the effects of the pandemic
and a recession. Now, there is inflation and high interest rates. 

“I keep hearing that it will be slowing down, but it’s not yet,” she said. Nor has she
heard about people rushing to unload property or seek new entitlements.

“We get three to five inquiries a week. That’s a lot,” she said.

McHugh praised city commissioners for taking a long view.

“Wildwood prides itself on its level of service in all areas,” McHugh said. “As the city
grows, it is essential we manage our growth in a way that does not compromise that
service.”
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