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February 9, 2023 
  
Re:  Lake Sumter State College Training Facility in Eustis  
 
Dear Grant Evaluator: 
  

In its role as East Central Florida’s Economic Development District, the East Central Florida 

Regional Planning Council (ECFRPC) leads the development and implementation of the region’s 

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS). One of the goals of the CEDS is to 

support the development of educational/career programs that lead to the creation of well-paying 

middle-skill jobs. For this reason, the ECFRPC is fully supporting the Lake-Sumter State College 

(LSSC) application to build a new training center in the City of Eustis.  

 

LSSC currently operates a CDL training facility in Sumterville, Florida, which has seen a high 

demand because of the shortage of commercial drivers in the state. Thus, LSSC explored the possibility 

of opening a second facility in the Lake County area. The City of Eustis agreed to donate a four acre 

site to build the new facility, and the College has already received commitments from the private sector 

to assist in the provision of equipment necessary to train  drivers and as well as to hire the program’s 

graduates. In addition to this program, the new facility will also help to train utility line workers. While 

this project generally aligns with several of the CEDS goals, it very specifically correlates to the 

goal of increasing access to quality public goods and services.   

 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Luis Nieves -

Ruiz, the ECFRPC’s Economic Development Manager, at (407)245-0300 x 308 or via e-mail 

at luis@ecfrpc.org. 

 

Sincerely,  
 

 
 
 

Tara McCue, AICP 
Executive Director                                                 ‘ 

 
East Central Florida Regional Planning Council 
 

455 N. Garland Avenue, Orlando, FL 32801    Tara McCue, AICP 
Phone 407.245.0300 • Fax 407.245.0285 • www.ecfrpc.org       Executive Director       
 

http://www.ecfrpc.org/
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December 7, 2022 

Mr. Greg Jones 
Director of Business Development 
Corporate and Professional Education 
Lake Sumter State College  
9501 U.S. Hwy 441 
Leesburg, FL 34788-3950 

RE: Economic Development Administration Grant 

Dear Mr. Jones, 

CareerSource Central Florida, the local workforce board for Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole, and 
Sumter counties, is pleased to support Lake Sumter State College’s proposal to your agency to 
expand its Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) training program. The expansion of this program will 
train much-needed talent to operate large, heavy vehicles that support the activities of the region’s 
construction, logistics, and transportation industries 

Central Florida is expecting to see a 12% increase by 2026 in the need for drivers to support the 
region’s driver needs.  Additionally, the region is expecting more than 4,000 drivers to retire soon 
which would compound the need for more drivers. Lake Sumter State College’s program will be key to 
addressing this gap.  

CareerSource Central Florida believes Lake Sumter State College’s proposal meets regional industry 
expectations and will help expand the local effort in connecting residents to quality career preparation 
opportunities. 

Sincerely, 

Mimi Coenen 
Chief Operating Officer 

careersourcecentralflorida.com 
1.800.757.4598 

CareerSource Central Florida is an equal opportunity employer/program. 
Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with 
disabilities. 

All voice telephone numbers on this document may be reached by persons using 
TTY/TDD equipment via 1-800-955-8771 - Voice: 1-800-955-8770.  
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February 8, 2023 

Greg Vaday 
Economic Development Representative 
Economic Development Administration 
401 West Peachtree Street, NW 
Suite 1820 
Atlanta, GA 30308-3510 

Dear Mr. Vaday: 

I write in support of Lake-Sumter State College’s application for an Economic 
Development Grant. According to Lake-Sumter State College, this proposal is vital to 
boost the workforce for the commercial driving and electrical lineman industries. 

Lake-Sumter State College seeks to grow their current educational and training 
facility. According to Lake-Sumter State College, this addition will bring the number of 
qualified workforce professionals up to the needed industry levels. 

As Florida’s Senator, I will always support technical and trade programs that 
create opportunities for Floridians to work good paying jobs and contribute to the 
economic development of the state. I support this request and will always fight to 
support Floridians. As with any taxpayer funding being awarded through grants, I 
encourage and expect Lake-Sumter State College to work to ensure there is a clear 
return on investment for taxpayers and that all goals and benchmarks are tracked, 
measured and accomplished.   

I encourage you to support Lake-Sumter State College’s application, subject to all 
applicable laws and regulations. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

A 
Rick Scott 
United States Senator 
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Representative Taylor Yarkosky 
Florida House of Representatives 

District 25 

District Office: Tallahassee Office: 

16207 SR 50 Ste 401 

Clermont, FL. 34711 

402 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300 

Taylor.Yarkosky@MyFloridaHouse.Gov 

Proudly Serving District 25 – Lake County 

December 15, 2022 

EDA Grant Program 
Public Works Reviewers 

401 West Peachtree Street, NW 
Suite 1820 
Atlanta, GA 30308-3510 

RE:  Letter of Support for Grant Application 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Please accept this letter as evidence of my full support of Lake-Sumter State College (LSSC) and the City of Eustis, Florida 
in their efforts to establish a Commercial Driver’s License School within Lake County.  The addition of this CDL program 
and training facility would meet a need from both the public and the private sector in providing trained drivers to fill the 
need for these drivers we are all now experiencing.  The Executive and Legislative branches of the State of Florida are very 
supportive of workforce development programs designed to provide training opportunities to the citizens of Florida that 
allow them to acquire the skills they need to provide a better life for themselves and their families. 

This proposal would bring together LSSC from the education sector, the City of Eustis from the public sector, and numerous 
companies from the private sector who are lining up to provide their assistance in educating and hiring the graduates from 
this workforce training facility.  It would allow workers in our Region the opportunity to become qualified as commercial 
drivers and to thereby fill a huge void in this area of the workforce in our Great State and across the entire nation. 

As a State Representative from this area I am honored at the chance to fully get behind the efforts of all involved in this 
public/private partnership and support the efforts to seek this EDA grant. 

Sincerely, 

Representative Taylor Yarkosky 
District 25, State of Florida 
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